
Legal Eagle XL ORV Cross Country Flying: 
 
I get asked why not fly to Oshkosh in place of loading in trailer and transporting to Oshkosh or other 
places we go fly and would like to address why I do not do that.  Must admit I love flying and flying from 
Oakdale California to Oshkosh, or Eureka, Monument Valley or Kitty Hawk North Carolina would be 
something I would love to do but reality gets into the way.   

Flying part 103, a 5-gallon fuel tank is maximum allowed and with fuel burn of 2.4 gallons per 
hour that is 2 hours of flying time with no reserve. In a no wind condition we are flying 48 to 50 mph, 
however it is not uncommon to see 30 or 35 miles per hour ground speed with winds.  The fastest 
ground speeds on GPS going cross country, have been 86 with slowest at 20 mph.  Checking out the 
sectionals and where airports are located between Oakdale and places ORV gets trailered to, it is not 
uncommon for 100 to 150 miles from airport with fuel to airport with fuel.  From Oakdale to Rio Vista is 
60 miles and it is not uncommon to take 1.5 hours, low wind day to 2 hours on little bit windier days. A 
person could take a gas can and tie to fuselage, land, fill up and fly on, however, reality gets in way again 
in that with no airports, roads or other landing areas it would be necessary to land in rough, sage brush, 
trees, not very friendly places far from people.  Not a great combination.  Another major consideration is 
if you are east and heading west there seems to be a prevailing wind that travels west to east so allow 
for about a 20-mph head wind on way home.   

Carrying things like a water, sleeping bag, food, toiletries, ETC is very limited so going on 
extended flying trip is a bit more challenging also. From here to Oshkosh is 2,200 miles, at average speed 
of 50 mph that is 44 hours flying time to get there, another 44 hours getting home, but this would be in 
no wind conditions, so a lot of time on ground waiting for no wind conditions. It would be best with a 
ground crew following along with fuel, food, gear ETC. Since I do not have someone to do this, so 
loading ORV in a trailer and we can go anywhere, have everything I need, put ORV together and fly and 
enjoy.  

 
 


